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are simply notional; and form no presumption in
reason, for or against the facts, or the evidence of the
facts, to which they relate.

5.  An  antecedent  improbability, then, in certain
facts, to be really such, must avail to prejudice-the
evidence which is offered in their behalf, and must be
of a nature to diminish or destroy its force.    Thus it
is improbable, in the highest degree, that our friend
should have done an act of fraud or injustice; and im-
probable again, but in a slight degree, that our next-
door neighbour should have been highly promoted,
or that he should have died suddenly.    We do not
acquiesce in any evidence whatever that comes to
hand even for the latter occurrence, and in none but
the very best for the former.    Again, there is a general
improbability attaching to the notion that the mem-
bers of certain sects or of certain  political parties
should commit themselves to this  or that cast of
opinions, or line of conduct; and, on the other hand,
though there is no general improbability that indivi-
duals of the poorest class should make large fortunes,
yet a strong probability may lie against certain given
persons of that class in particular.

6.  Now it may be asserted that there is no pre-
sumption whatever against miracles generally in the
ages after the Apostles, though there may be and is a
certain antecedent improbability in this or that parti-
cular miracle.